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First Time at a Brownfields Conference?

Suggestions for Making the Best of Your First
Conference Experience

www.gobrownfields.org

Suggested Goals

Network: Meet your peers and other
stakeholders. Take advantage of receptions,
roundtable sessions and the exhibit hall.
Meet your Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) regional brownfields coordinators
and other folks from within your own EPA
brownfields region.

Attend Educational Sessions: Attend
sessions on a variety of topics to learn
how other communities are addressing
brownfields issues.

Find a Mentor: Connect with a community
leader or stakeholder who has success
redeveloping brownfields, and establish
a connection for future consultations and
advice.

Share Information: Bring a one-page briefing
sheet or brochure on your local brownfields
priorities to share with other interested
potential partners.

Visit the Exhibit Hall: Connect with vendors
and service providers and learn more about
what is available to you.

Download the Conference Mobile App: Plan
your schedule; connect with colleagues; and
find speaker materials, conference floor
plans and more.

ACRES Training: Attend a training session
on how to complete a property profile form,
and report grant progress to EPA through
the ACRES database as part of your terms
and conditions as an EPA grant recipient.

Topic Talks: Listen to short sessions that
feature one speaker delivering a 15-minute
presentation followed by a Q&A session with
the attendees at an “experts bar” outside the
room. They are designed for attendees who
want a quick snippet on a concept, idea or
case study.




Suggested Sessions
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Wednesday, August 6, 2025

Plenary Session: Mayors Roundtable
August 6| 9:00 - 10:15 am | Arie Crown Theater

Mayors from several cities across America will engage
in a discussion on key issues facing local leaders as they
pursue brownfields revitalization efforts.

Innovative Chicago Parks from Reclaimed
Brownfields ... By the People, For the People

August 6 [ 10:30 - 11:30 am | Room E352

This panel session will feature local, state and commu-
nity developers of three vibrant Chicago-area parks that
were created at once-contaminated Brownfield and
Superfund properties. These spaces offer significant
opportunities for communities to redevelop formerly
contaminated, unused and underused urban areas and
create much-needed park space for environmentally
overburdened neighborhoods. Community members
and stakeholders from industry and government will
gain insights into ways to collaborate to transform
neighborhoods.

Exhibit Hall
August 6 | 7:45 am - 4:30 pm

* Breakfast with Exhibitors—7:45 - 8:45 am
* Lunch & Learn—12:45 - 1:45 pm

Visit the Exhibit Hall to learn what vendors have to offer
and to network with colleagues. Have breakfast with
exhibitors in the morning and stop by the Lunch & Learn
area during the lunch break.

Brownfield Grants: Minimizing Risks and
Maximizing Compliance

August 6 | 11:45 am - 12:45 pm | Room E451b

This panel session will offer attendees receiving or
seeking EPA Brownfields Grants an opportunity to
obtain advice from EPA experts on minimizing risks of
questioned costs in reviews and audits and subsequent
action by EPA to recover funds or terminate grants.

Empowering Chicago’s Future: The Impact of
the EPA Brownfields Job Training Program on
Students’ Lives and Careers

August 6 | 2:00 - 3:00 pm | Room E353a

The EPA Brownfields Job Training Program has long
been a catalyst for change in the lives of individuals
seeking to build sustainable careers in environmental-
related fields. This inspiring session will highlight the
transformative experiences of students who have
participated in Greencorps Chicago, a City of Chicago
green-industry job training program for individuals with
barriers to employment. The session sheds light on the
program’s impact on their personal growth, professional
success, and perspectives on the environmental indus-
try.

Enhanced Community Engagement - Not Just
Checking a Box

August 6 | 3:15-4:15pm | Room E353c

Recognizing the value in collaborative problem solving
to address brownfields, the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection partnered with a Trenton
neighborhood association, non-profitsand the Firestone
Corporation to transform a former industrial facility and
illegal dump site into a neighborhood resource. The
session will present case studies from New Jersey,
Massachusetts, and Oregon using the GENTL strategy
(Go Where the People Are, Existing Network, Non-
Traditional Partners, Look for Unique Funding Sources)
to assist communities in addressing health and safety
concerns through brownfield redevelopment.

Community Reception
August 6 | 7:30 - 9:30 pm | Offshore Rooftop
Bar at Navy Pier (Ticket Required)

Networking opportunity. Meet your peers. Share
challenges and success stories.



Thursday, August 7, 2025

Keynote Presentation

August 7 | 9:00 - 10:15 am | Arie Crown Theater

Hear from a thought leader in real estate and new
technologies, Steve Weikal. You won’t want to miss this
powerful and influential address!

Perfect Pitch Competition: Put the Spotlight on
your Brownfields Vision

August 7 | 10:30 am - 12:45 pm | E450a

A unique opportunity to take part in an interactive
forum featuring property pitch presentations that rep-
resent the full range of redevelopment opportunities
and challenges followed by feedback and input from
expert “wranglers” and audience stakeholders. Audi-
ence participation is encouraged and everyone votes
on best presentation. Municipalities can replicate this
experience by adapting the tools and presentations to
conduct stakeholder forums in their communities

Brownfields Therapy - Shared Experiences
in Overcoming Obstacles and Creating Paths
Forward in Brownfields

August 7 [ 10:30 - 11:30 am | Room E451a

In this interactive session, join experts from the Central
Appalachian Brownfields Innovation Network (CABIN)
as they share strategies for successful Brownfield
assessments, cleanup, and redevelopment planning.
By uniting around mutual attributes and challenges,
cultivating relationships, and creating a platform to
swap ideas, CABIN has helped communities in six states
tackle environmental, financial, and socioeconomic
challenges to revitalize contaminated sites and improve
quality of life. Whether you're in Central Appalachia or
elsewhere, you'll gain valuable insights into overcoming
common obstacles in Brownfield redevelopment.

Community Health is Community Wealth: Public
Health at the Core of Redevelopment

August 7 | 11:45 am - 12:45 pm | Room E350

Brownfield redevelopment is more than environmental
cleanup and economic benefit—it's an opportunity
to improve community health (even for communities
that may not realize there could be public health op-
portunities in redevelopment)! This session will focus
on integrating public health principles into brownfields
redevelopment projects by supporting the identification
of concerns related to public health, well-being, and
cumulative impacts.

Voices from the Field: A Town Hall on USEPA
Brownfield Grants and Enhancing Access and
Effectiveness

August 7 | 2:00 - 3:00 pm | Room E350

This town hall session offers a platform to explore user
experiences with the USEPA’s Brownfield Multipurpose,
Assessment, Revolving Loan Fund, and Cleanup (MARC)
grants. A panel of experienced applicants and grantees
will open the discussion, sharing challenges, successes,
and best practices. USEPA representatives will moder-
ate the session, guiding an interactive dialogue with the
audience to gather feedback and insights.

Which Study is Right for Your Brownfields
Project?

August 7 | 3:15-4:15pm | Room E451a

EPA offers a wealth of technical assistance and grants
for planning activities at eligible Brownfield sites. But do
you know which study is right for your project? Do you
need a Market Study or a Financial Feasibility Analysis?
Is a Highest & Best Use Analysis required, or would a
Reuse Analysis be better to move your Brownfield pro-
ject forward? In this session, groups will work together
to review example projects and determine which study
would be most appropriate and why.

The Phoenix Awards
August 7 | 5:00 - 6:30 pm | Arie Crown Theater

Come hear about successful brownfields projects
across the nation. The premier awards program for
brownfields redevelopment. This year’s awards reflect
the progression of brownfield redevelopment over the
past 20+ years by recognizing people in addition to
projects.



Friday, August 8, 2025

Community Championing Capacity: Case Study
of Mount Trashmore to Mount Growmore
Transformation through Multi-Sectoral
Collaboration

August 8 | 9:00 -10:00 am | Room E353a

Overcoming 30 years of contamination from an aban-
doned landfill labeled Mount Trashmore, community
leaders are leveraging environmental and health edu-
cation, technical assistance and government funding
to launch the Mount Growmore Hydroponic Farm, Well-
ness Campus and Learning Center. When completed
in Bridgeport, CT, Mount Growmore will address core
community challenges like food insecurity. This case
study provides a roadmap with guiding principles and
specific strategies for engaging essential stakehold-
ers (i.e. impacted community, government, academia,
health systems) in building community capacity through
government brownfields resources.

Clearing the Path: Demystifying Resources to
Transform Brownfields and Build Capacity for
Communities

August 8 | 10:15 - 11:15 am | Room E353c

Brownfield reuse projects can be complex, but a grow-
ing network of technical assistance programs is making
land revitalization possible, even for small nonprofits
and community groups. In this session, learn how the
Paris Westside Neighborhood Association in Paris, KY—
an intergenerational, interracial community coalition—
leveraged funding and technical assistance to support
their efforts to relocate the city’s incinerator and dump
site and reclaim the land as a community park. Join this
session to learn how the coalition used EPA, National
Park Service - RTCA, and Groundwork USA assistance
programs to help navigate and overcome obstacles
such as funding gaps, complex timelines, and shifting
community priorities.




